
CLOUD CONSULTATION, AZURE SUPPORT AND 
DATA CENTER SERVICES SAVE REAL ESTATE 
DEVELOPER THOUSANDS
With vast experience across all aspects of residential and commercial 
real estate, Van Metre Companies has been serving the Greater 
Washington, D.C., area for over 65 years. Led by a leadership team 
focused on ensuring optimal results for investors, residents and 
employees, the organization is consistently awarded as a “Top 
Workplace” in the Metro D.C. area.

To support over 500 employees and multiple offices, Van Metre 
Companies maintains a robust IT team, led by IT Director Mike 
Saunders. Saunders and Van Metre have entrusted Nortec as the 
cloud consultant and expert for years. 

FREQUENT SERVER OUTAGES COST COMPANY 
PRODUCTIVITY
Van Metre has many office locations across the Greater Washington, 
D.C., area – all formerly connected to their headquarters’ server. Their 
on-premises servers continued experiencing outages at different 
locations that would then cause their entire company network to 
go down, disrupting employee workflow and halting their ability to 
support their residents across the city. To get the network up and 
running again, their IT team was required to visit each on-site office to 
fix the outage. To make matters even more complex, information was 
stored locally at each site, preventing effective collaboration and data 
access across the company. 
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HIGHLIGHTS

 On-premises data 
and SQL servers 
workloads migrated 
to Azure 

 Over 500 
employees migrated 
to the cloud with 
zero downtime

 Saved over 
$10,000 through 
Nortec CSP license 
agreement
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NORTEC MIGRATES ON-PREMISES SQL WORKLOADS  
TO THE CLOUD
After consulting with Nortec, migrating to Azure became the obvious solution  
for the company. 

Following the Cloud Adoption Framework, Nortec’s IT experts worked with the 
IT team to strategize the business, financial and technical considerations. Given 
that the company had an enterprise agreement license with Microsoft, Nortec 
determined that the pay-as-you-go Azure support model would work best for Van 
Metre. Nortec planned the best route to migrate their workloads and planned their 
digital real estate and their virtual network in a way that would support all of the 
company’s locations, creating a central network. 

With Nortec’s careful planning and organization, Van Metre experienced a smooth 
migration to Microsoft Azure cloud with minimal downtime for their staff. The SQL 
server workloads, resources, data and applications were all successfully migrated 
in stages over the course of several nights, ensuring minimal downtime for the 
company and a smooth end user experience. 

NORTEC’S CLOUD CONSULTANTS SAVE VAN METRE THOUSANDS 
After the server migration to Azure, as Van Metre’s EA license was set to expire, they 
reached out to Nortec to help with the growing costs of Azure support and licensing. 
Nortec quickly recognized the company would save thousands by shifting their 
license agreement to a Nortec Cloud Solution Provider agreement, which bundled 
Azure support with other data service management and cloud management. 

Now working with Nortec to manage the cloud, the Van Metre IT department has 
unparalleled access to support with their Azure cloud, cybersecurity and data 
management. Nortec also helped centralize security with a single firewall for all 
locations and enhanced user management through Active Directory, in addition to 
the advanced security features offered in Office 365 enterprise accounts. 

VAN METRE WORKS UNINTERRUPTED ON THE CLOUD 
Centralizing their servers and data through Microsoft, Azure created data and 
application redundancy that the company had never experienced. Where before 
any outage took the whole team offline, now, if a server or site fails, that workload is 
switched to a replicated data center and work continues unimpeded.

The IT team no longer has to run from site to site, fixing servers and restoring 
productivity. When there’s an issue, they’re able to correct it quickly from one 
location. Plus, with the support of Nortec, the company saved thousands and has 
enhanced security, business continuity and cloud management, ensuring that they 
can continue to reap the benefits of the cloud as they continue to serve the Metro 
D.C. area for years to come. 

When we manage your IT, we take care of your technology so you 
can focus on your business. Contact Nortec today at 866-531-1990.
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SET UP A CLOUD 
CONSULTATION
As IT experts and 
a Microsoft Gold 
Partner, Nortec 
provides beneficial 
solutions to help 
companies seamlessly 
migrate to the cloud. 
Contact Nortec 
at 866-531-1990 
to set up a cloud 
consultation with a 
certified Microsoft 
Gold Partner.
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